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August 12, 2020 
 
Dear Reed Parents and Caregivers, 
 
I open this letter extending the warmest welcome to our new Reed families and a sincere 
welcome back to our returning families. While this year has already proven to be filled with 
challenges and frustrations it also is filled with promise and opportunity. This year will look 
different; that is to be sure. It will not look like school as you remember school. But I do believe 
that this year will be a meaningful and positive experience for our students— for your children. 
We are eager to begin. Eager to embrace each day.  
 
DISTANCE LEARNING: Our year will begin in a distance learning model. Each classroom or 
“Zoom Room” will have a dedicated link. Students will not be required to log in and out 
of multiple Zoom links. The day will begin promptly at 9:00am each morning. Teachers will be 
ready to welcome students, take attendance, and begin the day of learning. As the day 
progresses, students will transition through 5 learning blocks. Each school day ends at 1:45pm. 
Throughout the week, Specialists will meet students in their Zoom Room to provide lessons in 
music, PE, Spanish and library science.  Kindergarten and first grade students will end each day 
in an independent learning block. Learning to work independently is an important developmental 
milestone. Your child’s teacher will provide developmentally appropriate learning activities to be 
completed during this block.  
 

K & 1st Grade Sample Schedule 2nd Grade Sample Schedule 

9:00–9:45 Opening w/classroom teacher 9:00–9:45 Opening w/classroom teacher 

9:45-10:30 Learning block w/classroom 
teacher 

9:45-10:30 Learning block w/classroom teacher 

10:30-10:45 Break 10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-11:30 PE • MUSIC • SPANISH • 
LIBRARY w/ Specialist 

10:45-11:30 Learning block w/ classroom teacher 

11:30-12:15  Learning block w/classroom 
teacher 

11:30-12:15  Independent Learning Block w/teacher 
support 

12:15-1:00 Lunch 12:15-1:00 Lunch 

1:00-1:45 Independent Learning Block 
•Teacher assigned tasks 

1:00-1:45 PE • MUSIC • SPANISH • LIBRARY 
w/Specialist 



STUDENT SUPPLIES PICK UP DAY:  Classroom supplies will be distributed on August 20-21. 
You will receive an email early next week with your time slot. Students supplies will 
include curriculum materials, classroom supplies, and technology: headphones, stylus, student 
iPad (for newly enrolled or returning students who did not keep their iPad over the summer).  

TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS:  Teacher assignments will be sent to families on Friday, August 
21st. Included in the email you will receive a welcome video from your child’s teacher as well as 
one from our specialists. These will be sent out during a 3-hour window, so do not be worried if 
you do not receive simultaneous emails for multiple children. You also will receive a daily and 
weekly classroom schedule from your child’s teacher. 
 
HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD UNDERSTAND THE TRANSITION FROM SUMMER AT HOME 
TO SCHOOL AT HOME? Make the first day of school a BIG deal. Pick out a special outfit, 
make a special breakfast, “walk” to school together, even if that simply means walking to a 
special area in the dining room. This enactment will help your child internalize that summer has 
come to a close and the school year has begun, even if school is in the living room! 
 
Other strategies to help distinguish school days may include: 

• Before the school day begins, have your child plan, package, and set aside a snack for 
recess time 

• Have lunch outdoors with dedicated playtime 
• Establish an afterschool ritual. Create family specific incentives to push through 

challenging days  
• Take family walks in the late afternoon and talk about highlights from the day. Ask about 

new friends and faces at school. Share highlights from your day as well. This form of 
discussion builds the habit of reflection and helps make the abstract more concrete.  

 
HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD REMAIN ENGAGED AND FOCUSED WHEN LEARNING 
ONLINE? The strategies listed above are an excellent starting point. Additional strategies may 
include:  
 

• Be sure your child begins the day with a healthy breakfast and 10-15 minutes of exercise 
• Create a designated learning spot that is free of distractions 
• Encourage your child to ask questions and volunteer responses throughout the learning 

session 
• Provide opportunities for your child to recharge between learning blocks with a stretch 

break or a playful moment with the family pet 
• Help your child develop perseverance by not responding to special requests for snacks 

and other items during a learning block 
• Encourage independence by avoiding the temptation to interact with your child during a 

learning block 
• Give your child lots of specific praise for their efforts and successes no matter how small 

they seem 
• Create an official “end of the school day” by shutting down the iPad and charging it for 

the next day.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR ••• ZOOM WEBINAR FOR PARENTS: RUSD will be hosting a 
Zoom webinar for parents.  Thursday, August 20 at 7:00pm. Look for a Zoom invitation to the 
webinar in the days to come.  
 



WHAT CAN I EXPECT FROM ONLINE INSTRUCTION? Our goal is to replicate the forms 
of instruction students experience during in-person learning to the fullest extent possible. This 
means your child will participate in: 
 

• Teacher delivered mini lessons in a whole group and small group format 
• Guided and independent small group instruction  
• Whole group and small group discussions 
• Partner learning 
• Story time 
• Interactive PE, music, and Spanish lessons 
• Independent work time 
• Pre-recorded lessons 
• Teacher/student conferences 
• Peer conferences 

 
Look forward to ongoing communication from me and your child’s teacher. This will include 
details for the Phase Two Hybrid Model. In the meantime, enjoy the final days of summer with 
your family. Talk about the upcoming school year and foster excitement and anticipation! We 
look forward to seeing your children’s faces in our Zoom Rooms on Monday, August 24 at 9am! 
 
Warmly, 
Mary Niesyn 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


